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The Past Continuous

The past continuous is often used with the
simple past to show that one action was in
progress when another action occurred.

Formed by adding

Was/were before the verb
and -ing to the verb

I was taking a bath when the doorbell rang.
They were eating dinner when the neighbours

stopped by for a visit.
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Affirmative

| was playing.

Negative

| wasn’t playing.

Interrogative

Was | playing?

You were You weren’t Were you
playing. playing. playing?
He was playing. He wasn’t Was he playing?
playing.
She was playing. She wasn’t Was she playing?
playing.
It was playing. It wasn’tplaying. | Was it playing?
We were playing. We weren’t Were we
playing. playing?
You were You weren’t Were you
playing. playing. playing?
They were They weren’t Were they
playing. playing. playing?
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2. Past continuous
S.+(*(Aux. v.) was/were) + V.+ING+ C.

We use P.C. to talk about something was continual before
something happened in the past.

e.g. While he was eating his dinner, the door knocked.
Practice

A/ Choose the correct verb form
1. I saw/was seeing a very good programmed on TV Last night.

2. While I shopped/ was shopping this morning, I lost / was losing my
money. [ don’t know how.

3. Last week the police stopped/ were stopping Alan in his car because
he drove/was driving at over eighty miles an hour.

4. How did you cut / were you cutting your finger?
5. I cooked / was cooking and I dropped/ was dropping the knife.

6. When I arrived/ was arriving at the picnic, everyone had/was having
a good time.
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Unit Three

Past simple
&
Past Continuous
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1. Past simple
S.+V.(*1(regular)V.+ ed /*2(irregular) V. /*3(Aux.v.)) + C.

The simple past is used to describe an action that occurred and
completed in the past.

1. Regular verb. + ed e.g. Walk- walked
2. Irregular verb. e.g. Get — got
3. Auxiliary verb e.g. are —were

We differentiate between this tense from any other tense by the time
phrases ( Adverbs of time):

( yesterday, in 1960, ago, in the past, last—week, year, or month).

1. Noor worked hard yesterday.
2. They went to Italy last month.
3. You were happy in the past.
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POSITIVE (&) NEGATIVE (-) QUESTION

I started 1 did not (didn’t) start Did I start
You started You did not (didn’t) [ Did you start
start
He started He did not (didn’t) start Did he start
She started [ She did not (didn’t) | Did she start
start
It started It did not (didn’t) start Did it start
We started [ We did not (didn’t) [ Did we start
start
You started You did not (didn’t) Did you start
start
They started They did not (didn’t) Did they start
start
Examples:

He drew beautiful pictures last week.

You gave the present to your friend.

We bought a new car.

He did not (didn’t) draw beautiful pictures last week.
Did | learn Spanish last summer?

Did you give the present to your friend?

Did we buy a new car?
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GRAMMAR SPOT

1 What tense are nearly all the verbs in the article? ‘\Winiy?

How do we form the question and negative?

2 Write the Past Simple of these verbs.

a ask c like s
show believe A
want use PULERCN o
walk ——— d stop .
start plan

b try RS LY
carry

Exercise A
Herearethe past tense forms of some imegular verbs. Write the nfntives
I were §__ told T took 10 could
LR v S sid § IS e | made
Y went §iEeuhd § N ) N dd
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