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Common name: (beef tape worm) or (bovine tape 

worm)  . 

Disease : taeniasis or beef tape worm infection  . 

Infective stage: Cysticercus bovis (larval stage) . 

Definitive host: humans .  

Intermediate host: cattle  . 
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1. Taenia saginata   
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Morphology: 

Taenia saginata has a very distinctive morphology.   This flatworm can grow in 

length from 4 to 12 meters long and 2 milimeters in diameter consisting of a 

scolex, neck, and strobila.  Adults possess a flat, ribbon-like body shape that is 

important for absorbing nutrients from its hosts’ intestine.  It does not have a 

digestive system: no mouth, no anus, or digestive tract.  It is also an acoelmate, 

meaning that it does not have a body cavity.  Taenia saginata is not a segmented 

worm but appears to be because of its strobila. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Tapeworm 

gravid segment of taenia saginata 
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Taenia spp 

Egg. 
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