READING AND SPEAKING
Three plants that changed the world

1 Read the introduction to a book review, What is the book about?

Seeds of Change

By Henry Hobhouse

Reviewed by Donald C

History books are full of the ways in which the actions of men and women have
changed the world, but what about plants? Which plants have changed history?
Henry Hobhouse, farmer and journalist, discusses this topic in his fascinating and
illuminating book Seeds of Charge.

2 Look at these drawings. Do you recognize the three plants?

3 All the words below appear in the article about the plants. Which words do you think
go with which plant? Some go with more than one.

nouns: | addict soil fabric silk plantation slaves lung cancer luxury

werbs: chain-smoke inhale ban sweeten refine chew harvest

4 Work in three groups,
Group A Read about tobacco. Group B Read about sugar, Group € Read aboul cotton.

5 Which words from exercise 3 are in your text? What are the bad effects of the plant? What
are the good effects? Discuss in your group.

6 Compare plants with two students from the other groups. Answer the questions.

Which plant {or plants}...

= has been grown for thousands of years? = was the main American export until 18207

= was known as white gold? Why? = became the main American export after 18207
= was once thought to be a luxury? = was harvested by slaves?

= caused the American Civil War? Why? s has caused the death of many people?

What do you think?

+ Which of the three plants has most changed history? How?
+ Which plant has done the greatest good? Which has done the greatest harm?
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Sugar is used to sweeten food aﬂd’ make
sweets and chocolate. It is addictive but
unnecessary. By the [léth
century the English were
the greatest sugar-eaters
in history. Elizabeth | lost all
her teeth because she ate
s much of it.

Cotton has been grown for over five thousand years in
c °tt°n places as far apart as Mexico, China, Egype, and India. It

was first planted in America in 1607. Before 1800 cotton
was a great luweury, more expensive than silk, I;ecause 50 many workers were needed to pick
it. However, a huge increase in the number of slaves in the American South resulted in much
greater cotton production and a fall in the price. This, and the new technology of the
industrial revolution, made cotton the cheapese fabric in history. By 1820 cotron was making
more money for the USA than tobacco, and more money worldwide than sugar.

The American Civil War of 18611865 was fought because the Southern States wanted
to form a separate country, so that may could continue to keep shves on their cotton
plantations. Slavery was banned in -
the Morthern States in |808.
500,000 soldiers were killed
in the war.
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LISTENING AND SPEAKING

The world’s most common habit: chewing gum

1 Do you chew gum? How often? Stand up and ask the
students in the class. Complete the chart below.

NUMBER OF STUDENTS WHO CHEW GUM
...often
.. sometimies
.. rarely :
... mever

[

e

2 Discuss these questions as a class.

1 Who often chews gum? Who never chews gum?
2 When and where do you chew gum?
3 Where do you put it when it has lost its flavour?

3 You are going to listen to a radio programme about
chewing gum. Check the meaning of these words.
Which have an obvious connection with the topic of
chewing gum? How?

skeleton (i) to freshen (the breath) (v} tree sap ()
honey {n) to wrap (v packet fn)
to hire v} billboard (n) (Am. Eng.)

4 Read the statements below. Do you think they are true
(v} or false (X)? Discuss with a partner.

1 [] One million tons of gum is chewed every year.

2 [ Chewing gum was invented in Sweden.

3 [] Chewing gum was found in the mouth of a nine

thousand-year-old skeleton.

[C] The first gum was made of tree sap and sugar.

5[] Babies are born wanting to chew gum.

6 [ The ancient Greeks believed chewing gum was good
for your health.

7 [ South American Indians made the first packets of
chewing gum.

8 [ Chewing gum was taken to North America by the English,

=

[RIEY Listen to parl one of the programme and check
your ideas. Correct the [alse sentences.
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Helps you relax . ..
enjoy WRIGLEY'S
refreshing delicious

5 EHIED Listen to part two of the programme. Answer
the questions.

1

LR

1

2

Who was William Wrigley?

What did he do to advertise chewing gum?

When did chewing gum become popular outside the
Lsaz

What did the children shout?

What is today’s chewing gum made of?

What do you think?

¢ Is chewing gum a common habit in your country?
= Is it considered a bad habit? Why/Why not?
* Is chewing gum good for you? Why/Why not?




Notices

2 EEIE® Listen to five conversations.

3 Work with a partner. Choose two other

EVERYDAY ENGLISH

1 When you first go to a foreign country,
it can be difficult to understand notices.
Here are some typical English notices.
Match them with these places.

1 [t abankora post office

2 [ a petrol station

3 [ a broken drinks machine
4

5

[] aroad in a town
[ an airport
6 [ apub ; -
7 [ the Underground _ UNDER 18s

8 [ apark ! WILL NOT BE

g9 [_—] i 700
10 [ a hotel SERVED
11 [ a railway station
2 [a publig toilet
13 [] a motorway

SECURITY NOTICE.
For security reasons
please keep all your luggage
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happen there. Read them to the class; and

see if they can guess the place: j HERE
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