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READING Computers

1 Discuss with a partner how often you use a computer to:

o download music/games/films o doresearch
e send an email o shop on line
e write an essay

2 Read the description of a computer. Label the diagrams using
the words in the box.

CPU  CD/DVD burner  USB port
VDU (monitor)  mouse keyboard  scanner
printer  webcam  memory stick  speakers

A computer is made up of several main parts. Obviously, the most
important is the CPU, or central processing unit. This is the part
that houses the computer memory and processing chips, in other
words, the computer’s brain. Most CPUs now have a CD and/or
DVD burner, that is, a device for recording onto a CD or DVD,
already built into the unit. They also have USB ports, that is to say,
sockets where you plug in other devices, e.g. your scanner or
memory stick. Most CPUs have software, i.e. computer programs,
already loaded when you buy the computer, but many people like
to add other programs to personalize their computer. Other
necessary parts of any computer system are the monitor or
screen, the mouse, and the keyboard.




3 EEEBINEITY Underline seven ways of rephrasing, explaining,
and giving examples in the description in exercise 2.

STUDY SKILL Rephrasing and explaining

In technological or scientific texts, some words are often rephrased or

explained:

... aCDburner,  thatis, a device for recording onto CD.
i.e.

... hardware, in other words,  the machinery of a computer.
or

Sometimes an example is given instead. Look out for:

... software eg. anti-virus programs, ...
for example
for instance




Computers under attack

Every time you turn on your computer and connect to the Internet, there is a possibility of attaci@
could come via an email from a friend, a software program or music you download, or even from a
CD-ROM you are using.

The most common source of danger is a ‘virus’, that is, a program that hides itself in documents or
software, and then attacks your computer. Sometimes, these are not too serious. They canevenbe .
funny, but sometimes they are so serious that they crash the computer,in other words, they stop

the computer working. Consequently, some companies and even government departments have had

to close while they try to find and destroy a virus. This can cost millions of dollars.

One type of virus, known as a ‘Trojan Horse, s designed to get your credit card details or bank

passwords. Once it has this information, it is sent to organizations that steal your money fromyour
bank or use your credit card to buy things.

Another danger is ‘spyware’. Like the Trojan Horse, it hides inside your computer so that you don't
know it is there. It might not do any damage, but it collects information about you, for example, what
you buy online or what music you download. It then sends this to commercial companies.




A more common, butesscangerous, problemis‘spam or unwanted advertisng Whenifit s
appeared, nobody worred about it butnowit s out of control: more than S0% ofall emll messages
inthe world arejunk malor spam. Unfortunately some peapleare now using spam o tric people

and to get money from them.Ths s called phishing. The smplest phishing trick s to send an emal
promising tha you will et rich, Howeer,to get this mone, you must firstsend your bk detals,Of
course, they take the money from your bank and you ertanly don' gt rch! 0

Therefore next ime you'e onlne, make sur your antkvirus program s up-to-date and ever give
anyone your bank detal!



4 Read the article Computers under attack. Match terms 1-5 with

l

3
4

L

de

initions a-¢.

 phiing

]| spam

Spyware
_ Trojan horse

M.virus

2 ahidden program that can destroy data

b a program tht can be designed to steal personalinformation
from your computer

¢ advertising emal

d  a program that steals money by tricking people into giving
away personal information

e 4 program that s hidden and can be used to get information
about users'online buying habits



9 What do the pronouns refer to? Look backat
heartice, Compleehe bl STUDY SKILL Avoiding reptition )

pronoun refrsto Pronouns ae used instead of repeating the same words, Understanding
= = What pronouns refer to helps you understand a text

' (lf"e || e s u it replaces  singular noun or noun phrase, e,

tese  (ine3 | bought o new compute. The new-computer It was expensive

they ~(ine 8 n  they replaces a plural noun or noun phrase, e,

Ths~ {ined [ bought some new computer games. The-rew-comptiter gaes

it (inel0) They are great fun,

it (ineld) w  this summarizes previous information and adds new information, e

it (ine You should install an anti-virus program. fasteffing an antivirus

it (inels program This will protect your computer,

This ~ {line 18 Using pronouns also makes a text more coesive, or connected.




